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Surrender 


By Barbara Elden Cornet 


OD had a work for me to do, 
A path for me to tread, 
But oh, how steep the way appeared 
When I looked far ahead. 


I said, «¢ Lord, I know fairer fields 
Where there is work to do, 

Fields with a harvest plenteous 
Where laborers are few ; 


‘s And see, this path is full of thorns 
And burning desert sands. ’’ 

He said, «‘ Each thorn becomes a rose 
When God Himself commands.’”’ 


‘«‘ The path gives room for only one — 
Must I so lonely be, 

Without a friend to cheer?’’ He said, 
‘¢ There’s room enough for Me.”’ 


ss Twill take a greater instrument 
To do the work You’ve planned —”’ 
He said, «‘ The smallest tool fits well 
Within the Master’s hand.”’ 


He waited till I’d finished, then 
He answered patiently, 

*¢ You’ve told me all that you can do— 
Now, why not look to Me?”’ 


And so, in shame, from all of self 
I turn my eyes away 

And simply lay my hand in Thine, 
And say, ‘‘ Lord, lead the way.’’ 


The Duty of Speaking 

Talking is often too easy. “In the 
multitude of words there wanteth not sin” 
(Prov. 10:19). But silence, also, is often 
too easy. And when we ought to speak 
it is wrong to keep silent. A recent report 
of the Union for Home Work, in Hart- 
ford, Conn., which is doing much for the 


poorer classes in that. city, makes an inter- 
esting comment on a tendency of women 
from foreign countries now living there. 
“These women cannot secure household 
positions unless they speak English, there- 
fore classes in Spoken English are con- 
ducted weekly. Thus the Italians, Poles, 
Swedes, or any of the nationalities from 
Central Europe who populate our East 
Side, are learning to speak the language 
of the country they have adopted. They 
are slow in their progress, often preferring 
to have their children become linguists 
while they remain at home, comfortably 
inarticulate. But they must learn the lan- 
guage and the domestic arts together, in 
order to keep their own fires burning.” 
There is a pointed lesson here for those 
of us who have become citizens of “a bet- 
ter country” by faith in Christ as Saviour. 
We must learn to speak the language of 
the country of our adoption. God wants 
no child of his to be “comfortably inar- 
ticulate.” Not only must we believe in 
Christ as Saviour if we would become citi- 
zens of his country, but we must tell about 
it— “confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus” (Rom. 10:9). 


y 
If the Light Is Darkness 


Dark light is dangerous. The Lord 
himself used that paradox. He urged men 
to have the light that can come only by 
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Going Down 


XPERIENCE often chooses strange 
E places to instruct the soul, where an 

actual open Bible is impracticable. 
For instance, one cannot carry an open 
Bible when going down the bed of a wild 
mountain torrent on the back of a frisky 
Tonkinese pony; but the voice of memory 
from the quieter years in the past provides 
the text: “As a beast goeth down into 
the valley.” 





Editor’s Note.—Years ago the writer of this 
editorial used to furnish “One Minute Mission 
Talks” on the Sunday school lessons for The 
Sunday School Times. For some years now 
she has been laboring in a far-away mission 
field, Hanoi, an enormous city that is the capi- 
tal of Tonkin in Indo-China. There are only 
seven Protestant English-speaking Christians in 
that whole country of nearly eight millions of 
souls who are nearly all of these in densest 
darkness, never having had a chance to hear 
of Christ. This missionary, Mrs. Homera 
Homer- Dixon, is the only Protestant missionary 
in Hanoi, and she asks for the prayers of 
Times readers. Those who would like ‘to receive 
her prayer-letter may address her at 1, Rue 
Nguyen-Trai, Hanoi, Tonkin, Indo-China. This 
editorial will be concluded next week. 


looking to God and seeking first his King- 
dom. “But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body shall be full of darkness. If therefore 
the light that is in thee be darkness, how 
great is that darkness!” (Matt. 6:23.) A 
startling illustration of this sort of disas- 
trous darkness occurred recently in the 
public news, described vividly as follows: 
“A gigantic shape looming suddenly out of 
the fog ...a shrieking of whistles ...a 
crash ,.. the cries of drowning men... 
a ship scuttling to the bottom of the sea. 
Such was the picture when the Nantucket 
lightship, carrying seven to their deaths, 
foundered off the New England Coast, 
rammed by the huge S. S. Olympic blindly 
following a radio direction beam to terrify- 
ing disaster.’ The news article continues 
with the question: ‘Was the beam at fault? 
Was a revolution in the use of this newest 
aid to navigation to follow the tragedy?” 
At any rate, “the merits of the radio guide 
system loomed as the pivotal point of the 
maritime investigation.” And well it might! 
If there is anything man needs today, in 
both the physical and the spiritual world, 
it is the light of safe guidance — light that 
is really light and not darkness. There 
is only one such Light in the spiritual 
world, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, the Son of God as our Saviour 
and Lord, who said: “I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life’ (John 8:12). 
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in the Valley 


I went to church today. The walls were 
majestic mountain ranges tossing their 
cloud-crowned heads ten thousand feet into 
the air, tree-clad, flower-splashed, fern- 
shod. The ceiling was just God’s own 
handiwork, with strange cloud effects chas- 
ing each other across the sapphire depths, 
and once or twice spanned by rainbows 
from peak to distant peak, like angel 
bridges too fair for mortal ken. The pew 
was the back of a sturdy little Tonkinese 
mountain pony, small, wild, and mischiev- 
ous. 

There were others “in church” with me, 
but I fear they did not get much benefit 
from the sermon; the acoustics are not 
good when galloping “pews” are doing their 
best to unseat the riders, taking the rough- 
est paths, the steepest climbs, and the short- 
est turns at full gallop, clearing rocks and 
rivulets at a bound. (Such pews are rec- 
ommended to cure any sleepiness in church. 
They are even more efficient than the 
“nodding seats” of old English cathedrals!) 

Just where the vast purple peaks broke 
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away into an amazing panorama of beauty, 
at the point where Tonkin stops and Yun- 
nan begins, we stopped also— not being in 
the opium smuggling trade. Beneath us 
lay a valley where vast depths seemed 
unfathomably veiled in mystery, and from 
those depths a score of lovely hills rose 
and fell like tempestuous ocean waves sud- 
denly petrified and glorified —each one 
sunlit at its summit, and flushed with vast 
masses of wild oleanders—all forming 
such a flood tide of beauty that one could 
have wept for very joy. 

Then we turned back, and after lunch 
the return trip began. So far though the 
“service” in this “church in the wildwood” 
had been blessed, yet it had consisted mostly 
of music and prayers. (Must one confess 
that many of the prayers were ejaculatory, 
such as, “Lord, help me to hold on!” And 
similar confessions of timidity?) 

There had been many glorious organ vol- 
untaries, which were the sublime roaring 
of mighty waters as we crossed frail 
bridges over great mountain cascades, tum- 
bling in tumultuous majesty apparently 
upon our heads from dizzy heights above, 
and surging beneath our trembling bridges 
in furious beauty. Sometimes these wild 
musicians were completely hidden in tun- 
nels of fallen forest growth, or barely 
glimpsed through lacing tree ferns; and 
then again they flashed out into the sun- 
light in a crescendo of rainbow-tinted spray, 
flashing and radiant the more in contrast 
with the leafy gloom. 

But when we turned homeward, the 
grave old minister Experience mounted the 
pulpit and began the sermon, taking for his 
text those long-loved words in Isaiah 63: 
II-14: 

He ... that led them .. . with his 
glorious arm... that led them through 
the deep, as an horse in the wilderness, 
that they should not stumble. As a beast 
goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of 
the Lord caused him to rest: so didst 
thou lead thy people, to make thyself 
a glorious name. 

We had been steadily mounting that 
morning, for three or four hours, and as 
it was getting late in the afternoon our 
leader took us by “the valley path” —a wild 
track made by mountain torrents, and very 
occasionally used by the Meo tribespeople. 
Yes, sometimes when it is getting late in 
the afternoon of life, when the westering 
sun is upon us, our Leader takes us home- 
ward by the valley path. 

What are the valleys of life? Such was 
one of the first questions in the sermon 
that Experience preached today. How 
many valleys there are! The valley of 
humiliation; perhaps the valley of advers- 
ity; the valley of sickness; the valley of 
heartbreaks. And there is always “the 
burden of the valley of vision” — and per- 
haps the valley of the shadow of death. But 
HE leads! 

Our ponies—they were docile enough 
now, no longer kicking and rearing. Does 
God have to teach us to be more gentle 
just by tiring us out, by the length of the 
journey, by the weariness of the climb or 
the steepness of the descents? And does it 
take more than haif the day before we, like 
ponies, learn to be friends with uncongenial 
road-mates? Is it not sadly true that too 
often the sunset shadows are upon us be- 
fore we can let another pass us on our nar- 
row road without heels lashing out and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


bared teeth? Observing the conduct of 
my horse, I decided that the word “back- 
biting” must be derived from the way a 
horse bites the flank or hind leg of another 
just in front of it. There was plenty of 
backbiting in the morning, but when we 
started down the valley path all that was 
left behind. 

As well as I can remember, the leading 
points of the grave old minister’s sermon 
were as follows: 

Fellowship. There is a strange, instinc- 
tive friendship between horse and rider, 
quite inexplicable. The horse is truly the 
rider’s servant, even as we are the servants 
of God; yet there is that indefinable sense 
of comradeship between the horse and 
rider, deeply eloquent of the communion 
between the soul and God. The man can 
get another horse if he chooses —if his 
own fails him; so God can get another 
servant to bear Him, as it were, on some 
particular mission; but it means a wrench 
to the heart of the rider, and a very real 
sense of shame to the horse (as a horse 
of any spirit will show) if his own master 
abandons him for another horse. 

There is a sort of electric current of 
sympathy, a kind of code or communica- 
tion, between horse and rider, whereby fear 
and excitement, or peace and pleasure, haste 
or laziness, are automatically conveyed 
from one to the other. Surely it should 
be so with us, that the Holy Spirit can 
thus without words express to us_ his 
wishes. Oh, for an understanding heart, 
whereby we can keep in as close and per- 
fect communion and responsiveness to God 
as horse to rider! 

And this sense of fellowship is greatly 
intensified when dangers threaten. On the 
straight open road one is less aware of 
it; but when the jungle presses close on 
each side, and the stones are moss-covered, 
and the dear little hoofs slip, and the slim 
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little ankles are likely to turn, twist, or 
break on the rough descents, then the truest 
friendship is born; then the word of cheer 
may be spoken as you will, in English, 
French, Annamese, or Meo, and the sensi- 


‘tive little horse will understand it all 


equally ! 


Confidence, One of the group today was 
timid, and the horse knew it. There is 
no use trying to tell lies to a horse! There- 
fore the horse reasoned that if the man 
was afraid, there must be some grave 
reason for fear-—the man himself was 
probably not capable of going down those 


terrible paths; so the horse stood stock ~ 


still on the top of a great rock, and mule- 
like absolutely refused to slither down like 
the others. There he stood, feet grimly 
braced, until the firm. hand of an experi- 
enced horseman was laid on his rein. In- 
stantly he felt the difference, the tension 
relaxed, and he calmly descended, ever 
once balking again. Is not that. the reason 
for our reluctance to descend into the val- 
leys — because we, mistakenly, do not trust 
our Leader? 

“His glorious arm, His glorious arm,” 
was a phrase that repeated itself frequently 
as one watched the strong outstretched arm 
of the man leading the horse—for we 
were walking now. Yes, indeed, said old 
Experience; when we go down into our 
valleys our Lord no longer rides — he is 
too tenderly sympathetic for that, too wise, 
too careful of our welfare for that —he 
leads! Has he not indeed “led us through 
the deep as through the wilderness”? Has 
he not led us “through the deep, as an 
horse in the wilderness,” that we should 
not stumble? 

He goes before us—but not far away; 
just the length of the bridle; so near, so 
strong, so sure! Often and often today, in 


(Continued on page 429) 
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Paul’s Roman Citizenship 


Some lesson writers have said that Paul’s 
having been born in Tarsus would not alone 
have entitled him to Roman citizenship. 
Others say that the fact of his birth in 
that city made him a Roman citizen, “with 
the rights and great privileges of Roman 
citizenship.” Who is right?—A Pennsyl- 
vania teacher. 


Some scholars consider that Paul’s citi- 
zenship in Tarsus made him a Roman citi- 
zen, There were many slaves in Tarsus 
and many of the native population who did 
not have the privilege of voting, so that 
being born in Tarsus would not necessarily 
mean citizenship in Tarsus or of Rome. 
If Tarsus were a “Colonia” like Philippi, 
or a “Municipium,” then the free-born citi- 
zens in that city would become Roman 
citizens. There is no proof that Tarsus 
was a colony or a municipium. Pliny calls 
it a “free city,’ which means that they 
had the privilege of self-government and 
other privileges, but this did not make its 
inhabitants Roman citizens. For this rea- 
son most scholars consider that Paul’s 
father or one of his forefathers had per- 
formed some distinguished service for 


which citizenship was conferred, or that 
it had been purchased. 

Whether citizens of Tarsus were, by 
virtue of that fact, also citizens of Rome, 
really turns on: the interpretation of Paul’s 
two conversations with the Roman captain 
at Jerusalem. Some suggest that when 
Paul said he was a Jew of Tarsus the cap- 
tain should have taken this as a declaration 
of his Roman citizenship (Acts 21:39), 
but that the captain was either ignorant 
of the status of Tarsus or had carelessly 
passed the matter over, and thus expressed 
his great surprise when- he learned that 
Paul was a Roman citizen (Acts 22: 27, 
28). But it seems more natural to infer 
that a high Roman officer would have in- 
stantly known that Paul was a Roman citi- 
zen if citizenship in Tarsus had carried 
with it that distinction. The fact, there- 
fore, that Lysias was not impressed with 
the mention of Tarsus, and that he was 
amazed when ‘he learned that Paul was a 
Roman citizen, would seem to indicate that 
the citizenship in Tarsus did not neces- 
sarily make a man a Roman citizen. This 
conclusion seems also to agree with what 
evidence there is concerning the political 
relation of Tarsus to the Roman Empire. 
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The Many-Sided Spurgeon — consreoni | 


Whose many gifts might have brought him wordly fame 
and riches, but were used for God's glory alone 


By W. Graham Seegen, OD. 
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HARLES HADDON SPURGEON 
was a manifold man; by which we 
mean, his ability was such that he 

could have become an outstanding success 
in any one of many callings. As an or- 
ganizer he would have been a great busi- 
ness success; as an editor and writer he 
could have made a place and name for 
himself in Fleet Street; at the Bar or 
in Parliament, as a pleader or champion, 
he might well have achieved enduring 
fame; and on the stage he would have put 
Sir Henry Irving in the second class. To 
six or seven aspects of this many-sided 
soul we would now call attention. And 
first, let it be said) Mr. Spurgeon was 


I. A WorkKER 


One of the perils of persons who have 
unusual ability is indolence; such are in 
danger of trading on their natural - gifts 
without disciplining them. Intellectual 
vigor, quick-wittedness, readiness of speech, 
and histrionic powers may easily be great 
snares, and only by bringing them under 
severe control can one use them to fullest 
advantage. 

Under just such discipline and control 
did Mr. Spurgeon bring his brilliant gifts. 
From early days he was industrious, as 
is evident from a notice which once ap- 
peared in a Cambridge newspaper. To 
supplement his meager salary at Water- 
beach he decided, though only seventeen 
years of age, to take a few pupils, and 
advertised as follows: 

“No. 60, Park Street, Cambridge. Mr. 
C. H. Spurgeon begs to inform his numer- 
ous friends that after Christmas he intends 
taking six or seven young gentlemen as 
day pupils. He will endeavor to the ut- 
most to impart a good commercial educa- 
tion. The ordinary routine will include 
Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, and Men- 
suration; Grammar and Composition; An- 
cient and Modern History, Geography, 
Natural History, Astronomy, Scripture, 
and Drawing. Latin and the elements of 
Greek and French if required. Terms, £5 
per annum.” 

Though such an announcement cannot 
but provoke a smile, it at least shows the 
range of Spurgeon’s interests and reading 
at that early age. 

During the beginning of his London min- 
istry there were not wanting those who 
regarded him as merely a windbag, and it 
is doubtful if even yet, forty years after 
his death, his intellectual ability and ac- 
complishments have been adequately ap- 
praised. Writing of him in 1917, Sir W. 
Robertson Nicoll said, “He was far better 
read and far more able and powerful intel- 
lectually than most people knew”; and Dr. 
Richard Giover said of him that “his in- 
tellectual qualities were of the supreme 
kind.” It is entirely to his credit that he 
subordinated his great accomplishments to 
his inflexible purpose to preach the Gospel 
to the common people. 

But, in order so to do, he toiled, fre- 
quently working eighteen hours a day. The 


“Every Sunday night,” said Sir William 
Robertson Nicoll, editor of The British 
Weekly, “I spend at least an hour 
reading him [Spurgeon], and there is 
no devotional writer pleases me so 
well. . . . In the sermons there are 
many passages which a really catholic 
anthology of English prose would not 
omit.” That was saying a good deal, 
for a man who really knew literature 
and owned 23,000 volumes. But it is 
typical of the testimonies to Spurgeon 
from leaders in different fields of cul- 
ture. In this fifth article of his series 
Dr. Scroggie tells of a number of little 
known projects that Spurgeon origi- 
nated and carried on successfully 
throughout his life. The series will 
be continued next week. 








outlining of his sermons was often done 
quickly, but the preparation for such work 
was long and strenuous, and was followed 
by painstaking revision. At reading, writ- 
ing, dictating, and preaching he toiled 
without intermission, and this in spite of 
long years of physical suffering. The hard 
work that he enjoined upon his students 
he himself exemplified. Surely no man of 
his day worked harder than did he! 


II. A BENEFACTOR 

Such a one is not only a well-wisher but 
also a well-doer, his pity is practical, and 
no one will ever know how great a bene- 
factor, thus interpreted, Mr. Spurgeon was. 
Dr. Carlile, author of the centenary biog- 
raphy of Spurgeon, says, “It became a 
tradition at the Tabernacle that the pastor 
never made an appeal for money without 
giving a subscription to the fund, and not 
infrequently he was the largest subscriber.” 
For years, out of his private income, he 
paid for the gas, firing, and other expenses 
of the Almshouses connected with the 
Tabernacle, besides giving £5,000 for their 
endowment. On two occasions public tes- 
timonials, amounting in all to over £11,- 
000, were presented to the preacher as a 
token of his people’s esteem and love, but, 
except to receive a bronze clock for his 
study, he would not touch these for his 
personal use, but gave the money to the 
institutions and funds connected with the 
Tabernacle, and a sum of £250 toward the 
cost of the new Tabernacle in Auckland, 
where his son Thomas was pastor. He 
himself said that for years he had expended 
almost all his salary in the cause of God, 
“and in some years even more than all.” 
His last message to his people was a tele- 
gram, sent from Mentone shortly before 
he passed away, saying: “Self and wife 
one hundred pounds hearty thank offering 
toward Tabernacle general expenses.” 

Many a student, and many a poor pas- 
tor were given fresh courage by his gen- 
erous help, and, says one of his biographers, 
“Tt is known that he was constantly giv- 
ing mangles and sewing machines to poor 
widows”; and so generous was he to beg- 
gars as to be known among them by the 
mame of “Soft Tommy.” When he was 


told this, he replied that he would rather 
be remembered as “Soft Tommy” than as 
“Hard Jack.” 

Mr. Spurgeon might easily have died a 
wealthy man, but he did not, for all he 
had was not as a lake, but as a river. 


III. An Epucationist 


Few, perhaps, think of Mr. Spurgeon in 
this role, yet such he was. In those days 
school attendance was not compulsory, ele- 
mentary education did not become a State - 
charge until 1870, nonconformists were de- 
barred the academic privileges, such as they 
were, of Oxford and Cambridge, and night 
classes, as we now know them, were un- 
heard of. 

Mr. Spurgeon was, therefore, a pioneer 
when in 1862 he started an evening school 
in the rooms under the Tabernacle. These 
were continued for thirty-seven years, no 
fees being charged, and it is estimated that 
thousands of young men benefited there- 
from. Reading, writing, shorthand, and 
bookkeeping were taught, and_ lectures 
were given by competent persons on sci- 
ence and literature. The value of such help 
as this, given in spare hours to uneducated 
persons, can scarcely be estimated. It was 
pioneer work, and the honor of it belongs 
to Mr. Spurgeon. 

Then, there is the Metropolitan Taber- 
nacle Colportage Association, which had 
and has for its end the distribution of 
wholesome Christian literature among the 
people. This work was commenced in 
1866, and is still flourishing. The men 
employed are of various denominations, and 
their work is to sell Scripture portions, 
distribute tracts, visit people in their homes, 
and preach the Gospel. Sixty-eight years 
after the institution of this work some 
forty men are fruitfully carrying it on. 

About the year 1851, when Mr. Spurgeon 
was seventeen years of age, or less, he 
joined the Lay Preachers’ Association con- 
nected with St. Andrew Street Chapel, 
Cambridge, and it was under these auspices 
that his itinerant ministry began. He was 
so impressed with the importance and value 
of such work that early in his- London 
ministry he commenced a similar work 
which, with the same name, is still a flour- 
ishing organization. 

But a still greater work than these is 
the Orphan Homes at Stockwell, London. 
Through the generosity of a Mrs. Hill- 
yard, the widow of a Church of England 
clergyman, who gave for the purpose £20,- 
000, the Orphanage was founded in 1867. 
Since that year it has sheltered and pro- 
vided for 5,000 needy boys and girls, giv- 
ing them a sound education, and equipping 
them for useful, and some of them for dis- 
tinguished, positions in many walks of life. 
The Institution is non-sectarian, and the 
parents of the children have been Church 
of England, Baptist, Congregational, Wes- 
leyan, Presbyterian, Brethren, Bible Chris- 
tian, Moravian, Lutheran, Society of 
Friends, Roman Catholic, Salvation Army, 
and others. The aim throughout has been 
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to develop the capacity of the children to 
live their own life richly and well, by the 
careful training of them mentally, physi- 
cally, and spiritually. The social, philan- 
thropic, educational, and spiritual value’ of 
such a work as this, for these nearly sev- 
enty years, is beyond all estimate. 

But Mr. Spurgeon’s chief monument 
and legacy is the Pastors’ College. When 
in July, 1855, he counseled a Mr. Med- 
hurst, then twenty years of age, to pre- 
pare himself for the ministry, and under- 
took to bear the expense of his tuition and 
support, he little realized that he was 
founding a college which was to train 1,400 
men for the Christian ministry at home 
and abroad, and for positions of leadership 
in the religious life of Great Britain. 

Dr. J. C. Carlile tells us that, of Pas- 
tors’ College men today, one hundred and 
fifty are serving as missionaries and min- 
‘isters overseas; that four hundred are on 
the accredited list of the Baptist Union, 
ministering in the British Isles; that 
thirty-two are on the Staff of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, and that during the 
last thirty-seven years ten out of the twen- 
ty-nine ministers who have been presidents 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain have 
been Pastors’ College men; and it is worth 
pointing out that the president for the 
Spurgeon Centenary year is one of his 
students. One cannot think of such men 
as the late Frank White of Talbot Taber- 
nacle, Archibald Brown of East London 
Tabernacle, William Cuff of Shoreditch 
Tabernacle, William Williams of Upton 
Chapel, John Bradford of Leytonstone, W. 
Y. Fullerton of Leicester and the Baptist 
Missionary Society, together with Dr. J. 
W. Ewing, Dr. A. McCaig, Dr. John Wil- 
son, Dr. J. C. Carlile, Spurgeon’s latest 
biographer, and others still living, without 
realizing how great a work Charles Had- 
don Spurgeon has accomplished by his 
college. 

Any one of these institutions would en- 
title a man to grateful remembrance, but 
when we think of Mr. Spurgeon originat- 
ing them all, and so establishing them that 
they all, except the evening classes, are 
flourishing forty years after his death, and 
when with this we remember that he was 
one of the most voluminous writers of his 
day, and the mightiest Gospel preacher the 
world has known, we begin to realize how 
great a man he was. 


IV. An AuTHOR 

We have just referred to Mr. Spurgeon 
as an author, and while most Christians 
know of his sermons, and one or two of 
his other works, few know how much he 
did write. It is impressive that he and 
Alexander Maclaren, the two greatest Bap- 
tist preachers of the Victorian Age, should 
have written so much and so well as to 
have permanently enriched the whole 
Church of God. Mr. Spurgeon’s literary 
career began in the years seven to twelve 
of his age. During this time he wrote a 
little book called “Passing Events,” com- 
piled a magazine which he named “Scraps 
of Missionary News,” and produced what 
he called the “Juvenile Magazine,” for the 
benefit of his brothers and sisters. 

A bare recital of Mr. Spurgeon’s literary 
output leaves one gasping. His first pub- 
lished book was “The Saint and His Sav- 
iour,” and from then to the end of his 
life he toiled at writing, and lectures, and 
for more than twenty-five years after his 
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death a volume of his sermons was issued 
annually. 

While he was pastor at Waterbeach he 
began writing tracts, and contributing arti- 
cles to various papers. With his advent to 
London he began publishing his Sermons, 
and one of these appeared every week for 
over sixty-two years. It is estimated that 
150,000,000 copies of these have been sold. 
For twenty-seven years he edited The 
Sword and Trowel. 

His other works are John Ploughman’s 
Talk, Morning by Morning, Evening by 
Evening, Salt Cellars, The Cheque Book 
of the Bank of Faith, Feathers for Arrows, 
Sermons in Candles, Illustrations and Medi- 
tations, The Bible and the Newspaper, 
Southwark, The Two Wesleys, Eccentric 
Preachers, Around the Wicket Gate, All 
of Grace, The Clue of the Maze, Accord- 
ing to Promise, Smooth Stones Taken 
from Ancient Brooks, Lectures to My Stu- 
dents (four volumes), The Gospel of the 
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Kingdom, The Treasury of David (six 
volumes), and 3,563 Sermons in more than 
sixty volumes, 

Well has it been said: “Spurgeon’s pub- 
lished output was greater than that of 
any other man of his time; it was an 
amazement to those who knew him, and 
judged by the most modern standards of 
prodigious working it still fills the mind 
with wonder”; and most of these works 
have sold in scores of thousands, some of 
them in hundreds of thousands. That Spur- 
geon has a hundred such volumes to his 
credit makes the charge of illiteracy a 
chatter of imbecility. 


If Spurgeon were alive today, would 
he be a Fundamentalist, or would he 
say, “I don’t believe in controversy, 
my work is to preach the Gospel”? 
Dr. Scroggie gives the er in next 
week’s issue of the Takes, jn which 
he discusses the “Down Grade Contro- 
versy” of Spurgeon’s day. 














A Statement by the Directors 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton 














T HAS been given to the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission to record a truly phenom- 
enal growth since its founding in 1918. 
Best of all, its development has been sound, 
saving souls and building up in the faith. 

So truly and far has the influence of the 
Mission been felt that, at the time of our 
recent survey visit to several remote coun- 
tries of Europe, we were constantly asked, 
“When are you coming to our country to 
found a mission like the Belgian Gospel 
Mission?” One reason for this has been 
the returning as workers of many of our 
Bible students to these different countries. 
In each case we have been compelled to 
say that such a mission can only be brought 
into being by a direct movement of the 
Holy Spirit, and that he as sovereign must 
operate in his own time and way. 

It is illuminating to realize that today 
there are sixty-one regular preaching sta- 
tions or posts of the Mission, and 130 
workers, including wives and the eighteen 
students of the Bible Schools. Last year, 





Any readers of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times interested in the 
work of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion who are not receiving the 
Mission’s bulletin letters may have 
these without charge if they will 
send name and address to the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission, Heid Build- 
ing, 323-327 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa.; also a 
Prayer Letter is sent every two 
months to those who will engage 
regularly in prayer for the Mis- 
sion. With each number Mrs. 
Norton writes a devotional study 
on some aspect of the Christian 
life, particularly with the thought 
of deepening the spiritual life. 
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despite the adverse financial situation, we 
were enabled to open up six new posts and 
distribute 344,800 pieces of Gospel litera- 
ture. The two Bible Conferences were, 
this last year, perhaps the deepest in spirit 
that we have ever known. Increasingly 
Christian workers are coming from other 
countries of Europe to attend these meet- 
ings and report the inspiration received as 
they return to their own difficult fields. 

Today, with the devaluation of the dol- 
lar accompanied by a decrease in gifts, the 
Belgian Gospel Mission is confronted by 
a crisis of major proportion. We can 
truly assert that the Belgian Christians 
themselves are keenly aware of the need, 
and in recent years they have doubled their 
giving, despite the fact that some forty 
per cent of the population are out of work. 
Most of the posts are struggling toward 
self-support; in some places this has been 
already attained. Mr. John Winston, As- 
sistant Director of the Mission, reports 
that, while the workers of the Mission are 
accepting cheerfully the sacrifices entailed in 
fifty per cent cuts in their small salaries 
(one month the workers receiving only 
thirty-five per cent of the amount due 
them), there is limit beyond which they 
cannot go, and even now he knows of fam- 
ilies of the Mission who are not having 
enough to eat. One of our American fam- 
ilies was reduced to margarine, oatmeal, 
and macaroni for a while. 

Confronted with an unparalleled oppor- 
tunity in the country itself, and in view 
of the certain impending disaster of an- 
other world war, we feel it is imperative 
to go forward in the divinely given pro- 
gram of evangelization. But with the de- 
valuated dollar, and the giving power of 
so many curtailed, we would make the 
appeal that the friends of the Mission put 
forth an increased effort to give regularly, 
and if possible in larger measure, to this 
work so signally blessed of God. 

















Lesson for July 15 


Going Down in the Valley 
(Continued from second page) 


that terrifying descent, my dear little friend 
came slithering down just behind me, so 
that I felt the soft little nose in the small 
of my back as he thus bumped into me to 
stop himself in some sudden slide, where 
only the stout heels of my riding boots gave 
me a hold. It seemed to comfort the tense 
nerves of my little beast to feel me as well 
as see me, at the worst places. And just 
so, said Experience, has not the dear Lord 
been so close to you, in your most difficult 
hours, that at times you could — spiritu- 
ally speaking — almost feel him present? 

There must be confidence that this is 
the right road, and that this is the right 
leader. And this confidence springs from 
close acquaintanceship. May God draw us 
into that close intimacy with him, wherein 
we shall have as complete faith in him as 
a horse in its rider. 


(To be concluded next week) 





[ Children at Home 





Dao’'s Reward 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


IS Chinese name was Dao-Ko, which 

means a “Grain of Rice.” His parents 
hoped he would never want a “grain of 
rice” in life, because they gave him this 
lucky name. But poor Dao was left an 
orphan when he was only ten years old, 
and had no relative in the world, except 
an old cousin who sold kerosene oil for 
his living. He took the boy just to make 
him carry around and try to sell heavy oil 
cans for him, because he wanted to stay 
at home and gamble. 

The old man was harsh and cruel, and 
Dao was half starved and had to work 
very hard for every grain of rice he got. 

One day it happened, as he Was passing 
down a narrow lane, he heard boys’ voices 
loudly singing a strange but attractive tune. 
Dao was very fond of his own quaint 
Chinese music, and could not resist putting 
down his heavy oil cans to listen. Just 
then a door in the high wall opposite opened 
and an old woman came out with an empty 
oil bottle in her hand. The boy seized 
his chance eagerly, and bowing politely, 
said, “Oh, Honorable Grandmother, you 
want some number-one-perfect oil of day- 
light brightness, and here it is very cheap!” 

The old woman paused, and Dao saw 
she looked ill and tired. 

“Now that is strange,” she said, “when 
I am in such a hurry to get some, for I 
forgot to order it this morning.” 

“Tt is here, Great Grandmother, to save 
your honorable steps.” 

“Truly I cannot buy it, boy, unless it is 
good, for the foreign eyes are sharper than 
my kitchen knife.” 

Dao hastened to assure her. “Truly 
the oil I sell burns brighter than the sun 
at noon and is purer than the dew of 
heaven.” 

The woman looked at him closely and 
something in the boy’s face seemed to 
please her; she also noticed how stooped 
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and tired he looked, from carrying the 
heavy cans of oil on his shoulder yoke. 
Because Christ’s Spirit of loving-kindness 
dwelt in her heart, now she always tried 
to show it to all whom she met. In a 
way, Dao reminded her of the precious 
little son she had lost many years ago, and 
she stopped to ask him several questions. 

“If you come here,” she said, “and listen 
to the Happy News message, I shall buy 
your oil. It will save’ you many steps 
elsewhere.” 

Dao was delighted, and the time he saved 
in trudging around trying to sell the oil 
enabled him to learn of the Saviour’s love. 
The woman whose name was Widow Wong 
was the school cook, and she helped him 
in every way she could. 

Some weeks later he found a stranger 
in her place, as she had been taken very 
sick and gone to a relative away in the 
country. Just then Dao’s old cousin died 
and the boy was left homeless and alone, 
without even a cash coin in the world to 
buy a cupful of oil to sell. 

He did not know what to do, for the 
school was closed for the long summer 
holidays and there was nobody to help him 
at all. At last he made up his mind to 
try to reach his only friend Widow Wong, 
and after a long and weary search he 
found her sick and miserable. Her rela- 
tives had put her in a corner of their filthy 
old loft, and she was absolutely neglected. 
Helpless and suffering, she had no one to 
give her even a sip of cold tea. 

The family were so angry that she had 
come to die in their house that, as soon 
as her little store of money was gone, they 
gave her no attention. 

“Don’t leave me, Dao,” she begged. 
“Promise you will stay with me _ here.” 
And the boy stayed, trying in every way 
he could to earn a few copper cash, though 
it was almost impossible. Often he went 
hungry to provide the thin rice gruel which 
he made for the poor invalid on a tiny 
earthen stove in the loft. 

The people below abused and beat him 
if they ever saw him climbing out of the 
loft, so he had a terrible time, growing 
weaker each day for lack of food. “O 
God,” he prayed, “send us help before it 
is too late. We are thy children, and we 
are in such distress. Have pity for Christ’s 
sake.” And Dao firmly believed that in 
some way or other the answer would 
come, 

One morning he found himself too dizzy 
and weak to get up at all, and felt sorely 
tempted by the enemy to despair. To their 
joy and surprise, the school teacher ar- 
rived bringing a letter for Mrs. Wong. It 
had come from a brother who had gone 
to England over forty years before, and of 
whom she had never heard since. He had 
returned to end his days in China, and had 
been trying for sometime to find his sister. 
When he knew where she was he came at 
once to take her to his home in Shanghai, 
but Mrs. Wong would not go without Dao. 

“He has been to me a son indeed; wher- 
ever I am the boy must be also.” 

“My heart is willing,” said her brother. 
“All my family are buried away in the 
Outside Country, so that the lad can be- 
long to us now. His love and goodness 
to you deserve our favor.” 

So Dao went with them, and his parents’ 
hope that he might never want a grain of 
rice has so far been fulfilled. God has 
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blessed and provided for him, and he has 
always tried to follow in the footsteps of 
Him who went about doing good, 


WorTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
ye 
A Letter from Dr. Pace 


LARGE number of Christian people 

in several countries and on a number 
of the mission fields are to have the oppor- 
tunity to meet personally Dr. E. J. Pace, 
who draws the lesson cartoon each week 
in THE SunpAy Scuoot Times, He sailed 
in March for the British Islés, and Mrs. 
Pace left on June 16 to join him in Eng-' 
land. Dr. Pace has been having very happy 
times during May with Pastor D. J. Find- 
lay at St. George’s Cross Tabernacle, Glas- 
gow, Scotland, and from that city he has 
written the following interesting letter : 

“Invitations still come in to visit this 
and that mission field. My engagements 
here in the British Isles crowd the calendar 
about to its capacity until September 3. 
Yesterday came the invitation to fill the 
pulpit of Dr. Graham Scroggie’s Church 
in Edinburgh during September, so I have 
decided to postpone my going to Belgium 
and France until October 1. Then late in 
November or early in December I hope to 
sail from Marseilles to Casablanca and get 
my first close-up view of Moslem tyranny, 
and awful antagonism to our holy faith, in 
Morocco. Staying two weeks there with 
friends of the South Morocco Mission, I 
expect to go on to Dakar for a trip into 
the French West African territory, and 
see the splendid work the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance are doing. I am told 
a gracious revival is on in the Sudan, and 
I hope to have some interesting things to 
write you when I see for myself what is 
doing. 

“From the French Sudan I want to go 
south to Nigeria and see the work of the 
Sudan Interior Mission, and render what 
ministry of helpfulness I can; then to the 
Cameroons, and the Belgian Congo, then 
on to South Africa, where I expect to 
spend May, June, and July of next year. 
August and September I hope to spend in 
Natal, Swaziland, Tanganyika, and Kenya 
Colony, and late in October or early in 
November go to India. Kind friends who 
have learned of my coming have offered 
very graciously to arrange an extensive 
tour of speaking engagements in. India. I 
hope to spend two months in India; then 
visit French Indo-China, the Philippines, 
and China and Japan. 

“My many praying friends may be as- 
sured that God is answering prayer on my 
behalf. He is giving sustained and glori- 
ous victory in the Redeemer’s name, and 
evidence of blessing is manifest on all the 
meetings. Oh, the goodness of our God 
and his faithfulness! I never dreamed of 
the immense enrichment that has been mine 
these years, when thirty-five years ago I 
made over everything to his lordship. He 
hes graciously taken the frown out of my 
obedience. More than ever my heart is 
gladdened in his servitude; for his ‘dear 
slavery’ is exquisite freedom, freedom from 
carking care, freedom from the power of 
sin, freedom from the dominion of self! 
This is freedom, sweet freedom. “If the 





Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed.” 
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LESSON 3. JULY 15. GOD CARES FOR ELIJAH 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 17:1-24; 19:1-8; printed text: 17:1-7; 19:1-8 
Golden Text.—Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.—Matt. 6: 32 


a 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Kings 17 : 1-7; 19 : 1-8 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 17:1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabi- 
tants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lorp God of Israel liveth, 
before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, 
but according to my word. 

2 And the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying, 

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the 
brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 

5 So he went and did according unto the word of the Lorp: for 
he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that ts before Jordan. 

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and 
bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook. 

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, 
because there had been no rain in the land. 

19:1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal 
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the 
gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of 
one of them by to morrow about this time. 

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and 
- to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant 
there. 

4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and 
came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for him- 
self that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lorp, take 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Kings 17:1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the sojourners 
of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As Jehovah, the God of Israel, liveth, 
before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, 
but according to my word. 2 And the word of Jehovah came unto 
him, saying, 3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thy- 
selt by the brook Cherith, that is before the Jordan. 4 And it shall 
be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the 
ravens to feed thee there. 5 So he went and did according unto the 
word of Jehovah; for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that 
is before the Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh 
in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank 
of the brook. 7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook 
dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 

19:1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal 
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel 
sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and 
more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of. them by 
to-morrow about this time. 3 And when he saw that, he arose, and 
went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, 
and left his servant there. 4 But he himself went a day’s journey 
into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a ! juniper-tree: 
and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, It is enough; 
now, O Jehovah, take away my life; for I am not better than my 
fathers. 5 And he lay down and slept under a juniper-tree; and, 
behold, an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 
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away my life; for I am not better than my fathers. 

5s And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an 
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 

6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the 
coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, 


and laid him down again. 


7 And the angel of the Lorp came again the second time, and 
touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too 


great for thee. 


8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the crease 


6 And he looked, and, behold, there was at his head a cake baken on 
the *coals, and a cruse of water. And he did eat and drink, and 
laid him down again. 
second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat, 
journey is too great for thee. 8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, 


7 And the angel of Jehovah came, again the 
ause the 


and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights 


of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


LIJAH, the great prophet of action, 
bursts like lightning upon Israel as 
the nation is plunging into idolatry 

under the leadership of Ahab, its wicked- 
est king. The prophet’s name means, “Je- 
hovah is my God.” That was the great 
issue in his day: “Who is the true God?” 
When Satan would turn Israel away from 
Jehovah, he used a woman, the most in- 
famous of all the women of the Bible and 
of history—the Baal-worshiper Jezebel, 
who married Ahab. Elijah was God’s an- 
swer to Jezebel. In this first of two lessons 
on Elijah, it is not the awful sin of 
Israel that is stressed, nor the fearful judg- 
ment, nor the triumph of the prophet, nor 
the significance of his work in God’s plan 
of redemption, but God’s loving care of his 
servant, 


The Historical Setting 


Ahab reigned 22 years, beginning in the 
38th year of Asa, and we may reckon the 
dates from 918 to 806 B. C., according to 
Ussher, though other scholars compute the 
dates 44 years later. The appearance of 
Elijah may be put approximately at 912, 
the famine running till 9009. 
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Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 17: 1.—Elijah the Tishbite. Per- 
haps meaning that he was born in a town 
named Tishbe, in Galilee or in Gilead. 
Nothing is known of Elijah’s previous life 
except what is here, and the suggestion in 
James 5:17; mark what a contrast this is 
to the New Testament Elijah, John the 
Baptist. The inhabitants of Gilead. The 
“sojourners,” possibly because he moved 
there from Galilee to the rugged region 
on the east of Jordan. Said unto Ahab, 
Probably appearing in his sheepskin mantle 
and his feather girdle in the luxurious court 
of the soft, idolatrous king (2 Kings 1:8). 
As the Lord God of Israel liveth. The 
most appropriate word to this king who 
was seeking to destroy the worship of the 
living God. Before whom I stand. A fig- 
ure expressing the place of ministry (Deut. 
10:8), yet also in striking contrast to the 
wicked king before whom he was standing. 
There shall not be dew nor rain these years. 
The time is left indefinite, for the judgment 
would be mitigated if the people would 
repent (Deut. 11: 13-17). 


Verse 3.—Get thee hence, . . . eastward, 
and hide thyself. From the wrath of the 
king and of Jezebel, for Elijah would be 
blamed as the cause of the drought,, By 
the brook Cherith. The name means a 
gorge or ravine; it was probably east of 
the Jordan in Elijah’s own country. 


Verse 6.—The ravens brought him bread 


unto Horeb the mount of God. 
2 Or, broom-tree. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 


2Or, hot stones. 


and flesh in the morning, and... in the 
evening. ‘This evidently went on for some 
months. “Can God furnish a table in the 
wilderness?” (Psa. 78:19.) Mrs. How- 
ard Taylor has told the remarkable story 
of Evangelist Li who was fed by the vul- 
tures as a testimony to his heathen cousin. 


Chapter 19:2—So let the gods do. A 
general imprecation, like “May I be cursed.” 


Verse 3—He arose, and went for his 
life. A tremendous reaction from the 
heights of intense spiritual conflict and 
victory was not unnatural for a spirit like 
Elijah; but also there was here the super- 
natural power of Satan back of Jezebel; 
and in the conflict Elijah’s faith failed. 
Came to Beer-sheba. About a hundred 
miles south of Jezreel, where Ahab and 
Elijah had gone from Carmel. Which 
belongeth to Judah. Though actually lo- 
cated in the territory of Simeon. 


Verse 4.—Sat down under a juniper tree. 
And made the tree forever the symbol of 
discouragement. It was not a real “juniper,” 
but a broom tree, common in the wilder- 
ness of Sinai; its tall, spreading branches, 
nearly leafless, bearing pinkish-white 
flowers, afford refreshing shade. For I 
am nat better than my fathers. And do 
not deserve any special kind of treatment. 
Perhaps the idea is that he has not pre- 
vailed against the terrible idolatry any bet- 





1 Leaflet, “Fed by Ravens,” obtainable from 
Bible House of Los Angeles, 20 cents a dozen. 
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Lesson for July 15 


ter than his fathers, and in any case the 
thought seems one of humility, not of pride. 

Verse 7—The journey is too great for 
thee. It was nearly two hundred miles to 
Sinai, but it is not the physical journey 
only of which the angel speaks. 

Verse 8.—Went in the strength of that 
meat forty days and forty nights. As 
Moses, and the Lord himself, fasted for 
forty days. The number forty is symbolic 
of probation and judgment (Exod, 24: 18; 
16:35; Jonah 3:4; Matt. 4:2). Unto 
Horeb the mount of God. Horeb is an- 
other name for Sinai, some thinking it covers 
the range, of which Sinai was one peak. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Elijah’s God is the God of terrible judg- 
ment and the God of tender care. This is 
not a contradiction. For it is because of 
his tender care of his people that he must 
execute terrible judgment on the enemies 
that would destroy his people. Elijah was 
occupied with God and with God’s con- 
cerns. God occupied himself with Elijah 
and with all his needs. His care of his 
prophet was unfailing, regardless of Eli- 
jah’s mood and regardless of the circum- 
stances. When he was the praying prophet, 
he answered his prayer and sent him to 
Ahab with a message of power. When 
he was the obedient prophet, he cared for 
his every physical need, using the ravens 
and the poor widow. When he was the 
flaming faith-filled prophet, God answered 
his faith with the fire from Heaven, and 
then used him as his scourge of Satan’s 
ministers. When he was the discouraged 
prophet, God still cared for him, this time 
more tenderly than ever, using not the 
ravens or the widow, but his own angel. 
Let us, like Elijah, be occupied with God’s 
concerns, and all of God’s never-failing re- 
sources will be ours, bidding us, “In noth- 
ing be anxious,” for “my God shall supply 
all your need” (Phil. 4:6, 19). 
Lesson Outlines 
E.vijan AND His Gop 
1. Elijah in the palace with God and 
Ahab (1 Kings 17:1). 
2. Elijah at Cherith with God and the 
ravens (17: 2-7). 
3. Elijah at Zarephath with God and 
the widow (17: 8-24). 
4. Elijah on Carmel with God and the 
false prophets (18: 46). 
5. Elijah under the juniper tree with 
God and his angel (19: 1-8). 
A FaiTHFUL MESSENGER 
1. The praying prophet pronounces 
judgment. 
2. The obedient prophet cared for in 
the judgment. 
3. The faith-filled prophet executes 
judgment. 
4. The discouraged prophet restored 
by God, 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

A Period of Miracles. There have been 
three great periods of special miraculous 
power, unless we add as a fourth, the 
period of the exile and the miracles 
im connection with the ministry of Dan- 
jel, The first was at the Exodus, in 
connection with the redemption of Israel. 
The second is the period of Elijah and 
Elisha, when the Ten Tribes were facing 
the destruction of the worship of the true 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3. July 15.—God Cares for Elijah. 
1 Kings 17: 1-24; 19:1-8 
4. July 22.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice. 
1 Kings 19 : 9-21 
. July 29.—Micaiah Speaks the Truth. 
1 Kings 22 
6. August 5.—Elisha Helps the Needy. 
2 Kings 4: 1-44 
. August 12.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
. August 19.—Amos Denounces Self-In- 
dulgence. (Temperance Lesson.) 
Amos 6: 1-7, 11-14 
9. August 26.—Hosea Preaches ’s 
BMOUO so ce'i cadena ten vex vcbateen Hosea 6, 11, 14 
10. September 2.—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6. 
11. September 9.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 
ple Back to God ........ 2 Chronicles 30 


wn 


own 








God and the substituting of Baal as the 
God of Israel. The third period was in 
connection with the revelation of the Sav- 
iour, and the new era of redemption 
through the promised Messiah. There will 
be a fourth period of miraculous power in 
connection with the second coming of our 
Lord and the completion of his plan of re- 
demption. 


Slaughter of the False Prophets. Super- 
cilious “liberals” never tire of pointing to 
Elijah’s fierce destruction of Baal’s 
prophets as a.complete contrast to the 
spirit of the Lord Jesus. The tender care 
of these modernistic critics for the false 
prophets and for the idolatrous Canaan- 
ites seems never to extend to the people 
of God who suffer untold evils and calam- 
ities through these messengers of Satan, 
who, if left to themselves by the soft senti- 
mentalism of Modernism, would lead men 
to eternal destruction as well as to tem- 
poral ruin. Elijah was not acting for 
himself when he slew those prophets, and 
God’s approval of the execution was ex- 
pressed in the sending of the plenteous 
showers. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“In nothing be anxious.” God means 
this, and he means it in connection with 
the supply of all material needs (Phil. 4: 
6, 7, 19). 

“Rejoice evermore!” God means this 
also. We need never be discouraged. With 
God to care and angels to serve, there is 
no room for despair. 


Destroy every idol. No quarter should 
be given to any habit or any companion 
or any circumstance that stands between 
us and God. Read the last verse of the 
First Epistle of John. 

Condemn sin in high places. Elijahs 
are needed today to turn America away 
from the sins of Jezebel to the righteous- 
ness of the true God. 

Comfort the downhearted. God did not 
chide his discouraged prophet. He fed him, 
and God wants us to be his messengers of 
strength and comfort. 


Care for the needs of the body. Note 
the importance God gave to sleep and food 
for his discouraged prophet. 





1The question of Old Testament judgments 
and moral standards is fully discussed in Mr. 
McQuilkin’s booklet, “Can We Trust the Old 
Testament?” obtainable from Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia, S. C., at 25 cents. 
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Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


God’s greatest prophets are God’s great- 
est pray-ers. 


Two suggestive definitions of “discour- 
agement”: “the Devil’s calling card”; 
“wounded pride.” 


“Serve the Lord with gladness” does 
not mean “with sadness.” 


Jezebel fed the false prophets and killed 
the true prophets; God fed the true 
prophets and killed the false prophets; 
Modernists applaud Jezebel for feeding the 
false prophets and rebuke Jehovah for kill- 
ing them, 4 


The three agents God used to care for 
his Prophet are ridiculed or despised by 
the world: the ravens, the poor, widow, 
an angel. 


Elijah could thank God for the blessing 
of unanswered prayer. 


Elijah requested that he might die soon, 
and God planned that he should never die; 
we request, in many ways, the things that 
lead to spiritual death, and God plans for 
us eternal life. 


And again Hudson Taylor’s word is 
in season: ‘“God’s work, done in God’s 
way, will never lack God’s supply.” 


God cares for his children not only in 
the triumphs of their faith but in the depths 
of their despair: when his children know 
this, they never need get into the place 
of despair. 


What power for evil or good has a 
wife of a man, in high place or low: re- 
member Ahab’s wife! 


Cotumpsr, S. C. 
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From the Platform 


. By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee with full hearts for thy loving 
care day by day. We thank thee that as we 
look back over the long story of thy dealings 
with thy people, we see thy loving hand in 
their experiences. In time of helplessness thou 
didst support and comfort them. Those who 
put their trust in thee never found their trust 
was not honored. We praise thy name that 
this is so in our day when we truly surrender 
to thee and earnestly desire thy will for our 
lives. Thou knowest that we are passing 
through a time of great need for patience and 
quiet trust, because we do not see far ahead 
on our path, but we rejoice that we do know 
that thou hast gone before us, and thy resources 
are ready for thy children and faithful servants 
in time of need. Help us to realize this and 
to see in this lesson about thy care of Elijah, 
the promise of an equal care and upholding 
for those who would faithfully speak and work 
for thee. We ask this in the name of our 
loving Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have we realized 
how very dependent we are upon our 
heavenly Father? We take his everyday 
blessings without much thought, and per- 
haps we give thanks at each meal for the 
food prepared for our use as indeed we 
should, but do we not often say the words 
without half of their real meaning? How 
many a servant of the Lord has gone 
through a tremendous experience in his 
service and has needed from him some 
plain assurance of his support and care at 
that very time! Many heroes of the faith 
are all about us, and joy shines through 
many a face where there would be nothing 
but gloom if it were not for the faith that 








432 


is above circumstances. Yes, the journey 
is too great for us even as it was for Eli- 
jah, so the Lord makes provision for our 
needs, and so we rise up and go forward 
in the strength that he supplies. May that 
be your experience and mine during the 
coming week! Let us pray. 


GOD Pkovipes For YOU 
TRUST HIM! 














ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each Lillustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be avaliable, 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson, 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

A Little Girl’s Discovery.—Get thee 
hence, and turn thee eastward, ...I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there 
(1 Kings 17:3, 4). “A tiny girl was tak- 
ing a long journey, and in the course of 
the day her train crossed a number of 
rivers, The water seen in advance always 
awakened doubts and fears in the child. 
She did not understand how it could safely 
be crossed. As they drew near the river, 
however, a bridge appeared, and furnished 
the way over. Several times the same 
thing happened, and finally the child leaned 
back with a long breath of relief and con- 
fidence: “Somebody has put bridges for us 
all the way.” So God does for his chil- 
dren through life.”.—From Webb’s “roor 
Illustrations.” Sent by Homer B. Hender- 
son, Grove City, Pa. 


Another Unknown Widow.—I have 
commanded a widow woman there to sus- 
tain thee (v. 9). Charles Haddon Spur- 
geon tells us that a little old woman, ill 
clad, came into his study one day shortly 
after he had made a great plea for his 
work, and she said in a strange way as 
she laid a little package on the table: 
“Thus saith the Lord, behold, I have com- 
manded a widow woman there to sustain 
thee.” Before he had time to unwrap the 
package the woman was gone. He never 
knew her name, but she left her gift of 
fifty pounds!—Sent by Lewis Keast, Ish- 
peming, Mich. 


Practical Exposition.—Your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things (Golden Text). John Wesley 
heard that a man named Tommy was ill 
and he wrote to him: “Dear Tommy, I 
pray you may soon be restored. ‘Trust in 
the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.’” 
With the letter Wesley enclosed a five 
pound note. Replying, Tommy wrote: 
“Dear Mr. Wesley, I have often been 
struck with the beauty of the passage you 
quoted, but I have never seen such a use- 
ful expository note upon it.’"—From The 
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Christian Herald (London). Sent by L. 
G. James, Toronto. 


God’s Use of a Scoffer.—Your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things (Golden Text). The Bible 
unhesitatingly places all instrumentalities 
at God’s disposal, and represents him as 
working back of visible agencies. There 
is truth, as well as wit, in the story of the 
good man that, in his poverty, prayed for 
bread, and was overheard by a skeptic, 
who, as a joke, tossed in a loaf through a 
window. The man fell on his knees and 
thanked God; and, when the skeptic 
laughed at him for this, and told him how 
the loaf came to be thrown in, shrewdly 
replied: “No matter; God sent it, even if 
the Devil brought it!”"—From “Prayer and 
Its Remarkable Answers,” by Patton. Sent 
by Mrs. T. E. Langford, Simcoe, Ont., Can. 


And We Have Such a Father.—Your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all these things (Golden Text). The 
story is told of a young lad who one day 
was put on a railroad train by his father 
and sent on a journey to the home of his 
aunt in the city. As the boy entered the 
train he was greatly troubled at the thought 
of what might happen to him while on 
the train, and when he arrived at his des- 
tination. But he soon found that all his 
worrying was for nothing. No sooner had 
the train started than the conductor came 
up and spoke to him very kindly. Then 
the newsboy brought him apples, candy, 
and picture books to look at. So the time 
passed very pleasantly and quickly.. When 
he arrived at the city, there a cabman was 
at the gate to meet him and to take him 
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safely to his aunt’s home. The boy couldn’t 
understand it. He thought it was all a 


miracle. But as he grew older, he learned | 
that it was his father who had told the 


conductor to look after the boy, who gave 
money to the newsboy to supply his wants, 
and who had telegraphed ahead to a cab 
company to send a man to meet his boy 
at the train. Because his: father was on 
the job, all his wants had been provided 
for—From The Expositor. Sent by Mamie 
D. Smith, Petersburg, Va. Prize illustra- 
tion, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Ravens.—After a while . . . the. 


brook dried up (1 Kings 17:7). Have you 
ever sat by a drying brook? In the years 
from 1929 on to 1934 thousands and tens 
of thousands in America and Europe were 
sitting by the side of drying brooks. Out 
of a job, or no business, and the provision 
made for the proverbial “rainy day” grad- 
ually drying up because paradoxically a 
“rainy day” had been all over the. land 
for many months. 

Elijah was a servant of the Lord, and 
very “valorous.” Did the Lord forget 
Elijah by the dwindling brook? He did 
not. I am in a place where I can see 
every day that the same Lord is not forget- 
ting his people, and the “ravens” are taking 
care of them in a wonderful way. Some of 
these are widows of the bread winner, each 
with a little brood of children. 

Few of my Sunday school folks have 
had to “go on the welfare.” God sends 
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Lesson for July 15 


the “ravens.” Godliness has the promise 
of the world that now is. When the Lord 
is our Shepherd we do not want. No, 
you’ve guessed wrong, I am not the 
“raven” to any great extent. The “raven” 
of one woman was five washes a week at 
three to four dollars cash each, and as 
she had electric machinery from the “good 
days” she and her three little ones were 
taken care of (Psa. 23:1; 1 Tim. 4:8). 


Good and Bad Women.—When he saw 
that, he arose, and went for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, . . . and left his serv- 
ant there (19:3). “I was scared stiff 
when the car skidded and turned all the 
way ’round,” said the woman. Elijah, 
however, was scared limber and that by 
a resolute woman. 

The good woman’s capacity for a bless- 
ing and the bad woman’s capacity for a 
curse are beyond all human computation. 
Men live nobly for the good woman. Men 
kill and go to the gallows and chair for 
the bad woman. 

The bad woman has the man rattled and 
on the run. Elijah for the moment had 


lost his grip on God in the reaction of - 


Carmel and the howl of the old she wolf. 
You will notice, however, that God did 
not lose his grip on his prophet. God 
just let him run it off. He often handles 
us that way when our spiritual nerve 
weakens and breaks. 

Something like the modern mother with 
her baby. She puts it in the crib, shuts 
the door, and lets it yell off its bad attack 
of nerves or temper. The old-fashioned 
grandparents think it is “awful.” Dads 
no longer walk the floor with tempera- 
mental infants under the delusion it is a 
case of “colic.” Mother love lets the 
youngster “run it off,” as it were, until it 
winds up at the juniper bush and can be 
handled with some satisfaction (Isa. 66: 13; 
Heb. 12:6). See dictionary for “chasten.” 


Our Angel.—The angel of the Lord 
came... and touched him, and said, Arise 
and eat.... He... went in the strength 
of that meat forty days and forty nights 
(vs. 7,8). “The angel of the Lord came.” 
From the time when as a child we are 
assigned to one of the heavenly hosts until 
we go to the long home we are under 
the care of our angel (Matt. 18: 10; Heb. 
1:14). A supreme moment sooner or later 
comes in the life of most of us, and at 
that supreme moment unless we have driven 
him away our angel is always at hand to 
prosper or prevent. 

The Man Christ Jesus seems to have had 
a whole company of angels to look after 
him. For was he not royal, and royalty 
goes fully attended. An angelic host sang 
at his birth. Angels ministered unto him 
at his temptation. An angel was on hand 
in the garden. Two angels watched at 
the tomb (Mark 1:13; Luke 22: 43). 

When we are rattled and in near despair 
and off our balance and might do some- 
thing rash our angel is there. “Thou pre- 
ventest him with the blessings of good- 
ness,” is the beautiful way David puts it 
(Pa. 21:3). 

Be sure and keep yourself in the place 
where an angel can come and touch you. 
There are places where an angel cannot 
go any more than your mother or sweet 
sister can go. You know these places. 
Can you imagine an angel in a smoke-filled 
room reeking with cigar butts and liquor, 
where a poker game is going on? 
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But your angel is sure to be on hand 
when you are in trouble if you are one of 
God’s children, just as we find the angel 
with the broken Elijah. 

After the angel touch and the angel meal, 
look at the old prophet. New life in him 
—and behold how he goes in the strength 
of that meat! After your Thanksgiving 
and Christmas dinner you feel you do not 
want another meal for weeks! When our 
angel feeds us, this sort of “feel” will be 
made a fact. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
OW many times was Elijah sent to 
speak directly to King Ahab? 


2. Which time probably required most 
courage ? 


3. What fact in Ahab’s dark story reveals 
the exceeding long-suffering of God? 
4. What was wrong with Obadiah? 


5. What was the chief difference between 
Obadiah and Elijah? 


6. What does the Bible (in another place) 
say that Elijah was doing before he sud- 
denly appeared to Ahab? (1 Kings 17: 1.) 


7. What significant thing about the widow 
of Zarephath did our Lord call attention to, 
aaa was the result of his reference to 

er 


8. How many priests did Elijah cause to 
be slain? What shows that he did this at 
the command of God, and that it was pleasing 
to Him? 


9. Why did Elijah pray that the heavens 
should be closed? Why did he need to pray 
for 4g when God promised it? (1 Kings 
18:1 


10. Can you give three or four great proofs 
that aes miracles of Elijah and Elisha were 
true 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 434. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Our heavenly Father knows our needs. 
2. How he provided for Elijah’s needs. 

3. How to become his child. 


ATTHEW 6: 32 (our Memory Verse) 

says, “Your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things,” and 
the verse before tells us that “these 
things” are food, drink, and clothes. We 
are going to hear about a man who proved 
this to be true. His name was Elijah, and 
he was one of God’s servants. 

Tell the children a little about the char- 
acter of Elijah. He was a man of tre- 
mendous faith, very zealous for his God. 
He did not die as other men, but at the 
end of his life was taken up to Heaven 
by a chariot of fire. He was, with Moses, 
allowed to return to the earth and talk 
with Christ on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion hundreds of years later. 

Help the little ones to realize what his 
words to Ahab meant (1 Kings 17:1). 

How angry Ahab must have been with 
Elijah! But God told him to go and hide 
himself in a lonely place, where there 
was a little brook, and he said, “I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there.” 
Did Elijah believe God? Of course he 
did, and “those who trust him wholly, find 
him wholly true.” The ravens brought 
Elijah food every morning and again every 
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evening. But day by day the water in the 
brook grew less and less, until at last there 
came a day when Elijah had nothing to 
drink. Had God forgotten his trusting 
servant? No, the very day the brook dried 
up, God spoke to him. 

Read verses 8-16, especially emphasizing 
the fact that God never fails to keep his 
word. 

Do you say, Will God take care of me 
as he took care of Elijah? I am going 
to answer that question by asking you 
another. Is God your heavenly Father? 
The promise is only to his own children. 
“Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things.” I hear 
some one saying, “I would liké to be able 
to call God my heavenly Father. How can 
I become his child?” Well, it is so lovely, 
God tells us how in John 1: 12, “As many 
as received him [the Lord Jesus], to them 
gave he power to become the sons _ [chil- 
dren] of God.” Have you received the 
Lord Jesus into your heart, and is he your 
Saviour? If he is, then you are a child 
of God, and he is your heavenly Father, 
and what he did for Elijah, he will do 
for you, if you trust and obey him. 

Expression Work 

God sent ravens to feed Elijah. Let the 
children find other birds and animals which 
God used, e. g., a donkey (Matt. 21: 1-7), 
bears (2 Kings 2:23, 24), a fish (Matt. 
17: 27), a dove (Gen. 8: 8-12), a ram (Gen. 
22:13). 

York, Enc. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders who followed God: 
3. Elijah, who spoke for God and was 
miraculously cared for by God. 











UR biographical study takes us into 

the kingdom of Israel, this week, to 
the study of the greatest of the many 
prophets sent to save that idolatrous nation 
from headlong destruction—the bold and 
faith-full Elijah. 

We are to consider not his whole inter- 
esting story, this time, but only how God 
cared for him after his brave testimony 
for God before one of the worst, weakest, 
wickedest kings in all history, Ahab. 

The first miracle story concerns the pro- 
vision of food and water for Elijah in 
the time of long drought. The birds 
and the brook did God’s will for long 
weeks and maybe months and gave his 
leader for God his daily bread and water. 

Then (reading more than the printed 
lesson text) it was a poor widow in a 
foreign land near by who shared her last 
crust of bread and drop of water with this 
man of God—and God provided for them 
both, with her small son, an unceasing 
supply for their daily needs until the time 
came for Elijah to return to speak for 
God to King Ahab. 

With the merest outline of the vivid 
events that intervened (1 Kings 18), pre- 


pare your girls for the third and last beau- 
tiful way in which God cared for this 
faithful leader of his—and this time by 
For here we find 


the hands of an angel. 
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the brave man suddenly filled with fear 
of a wicked woman, fear so great that it 
made him run for his life to the far south 
desert, where he despairs of his mission 
and prays to die! 

How gentle is God’s dealing with this 
tired servant, twice supplying him with 
food and drink and bidding him sleep and 
rest, too tired from his “too great” journey. 

Help your girls to note this threefold 
way of the Father with his own, caring 
for them by natural means, by human hands, 
or by angelic ministry, as the need and the 
circumstances may be. How can we doubt 
then that God will take care of us if we 
honor him with our lives? 


Home Study 


Your girls will surely enjoy reading the 
whole of Elijah’s thrilling story, 1 Kings 
17, 18, 19, 21. Only so can they grasp the 
superb courage of his leadership for God 
in the evil days of the kingdom of Israel. 


Decatur, GA. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for July 15) 


1. At least three are recorded: 1 Kings 
17323 163.2, 193, O2s £7289. 


2. Probably to go again to speak to such 
a king to thwart a personal desire, after two 
great moral victories over him in the past 
(1 Kings 21: 17-19). 


3. The way in which God took note of 
Ahab’s repentance, and delayed the punishment 
due to his house (1 Kings 21: 27-29). 

4. Dr. Scofield says Obadiah was “a be- 
liever out of touch with God.” 


5. Obadiah depended upon Ahab for his 
well being, for he feared Ahab more than he 
feared God; Elijah depended upon God. 

6. Praying (Jas. 5:17). 

7. He emphasized the fact that Elijah was 
sent not to one of the many widows in Israel, 
but to a Gentile woman. As a result, his own 
city Nazareth was enraged and sought to 
kill him (Luke 4: 23-30). 


8. Probably the 450 priests of Baal (1 
Kings 18:19, 22, 40). It was God’s com- 
mand to slay the false priests (Deut. 13:5; 
18:20), and after this purging, Elijah’s 
prayer for rain was answered (18: 41-45). 

9. He was jealous for the honor of Jeho- 
vah aud wanted judgment to come that they 
might repent. Rain was promised as a re- 
ward for obedience, and drought for disobe- 
dience (Lev. 26:3, 4, 19, 20; Deut. 11: 13- 
17). God’s promises are given, but we are 
to pray and believe, as the human side of the 
promised blessings (Ezek. 36: 36, 37; Dan. 
9:2, 3). 

10. The Lord Jesus affirmed their truth 
(Luke 4: 25-27). They are part of the Bible, 
which by many infallible proofs has been 
attested as the Word of God. They came 
at a time when miracles were needed, and 
they fit perfectly with the situation. They are 
such miracles as glorify God, and have per- 
fect adjustment to the supernatural and natu- 
ral together. 

ve 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A shuttlecock. 


Discussion: Give some examples of 
divided loyalty: Benedict Arnold, for in- 
stance. How does Matthew 6:24 apply 
here? 


Objective: My all for Jesus Christ. 


AY, fellows, here in the midst of our 
study “of the Prophets and Kings of 
the Old Testament bobs up Obadiah, a 
comparatively unimportant character. He 
brings us face to face with such a timely 
lesson that I suggest we leave Elijah and 
Ahab for another time and see what Oba- 
diah can teach us; for he is of a type that 
is common today and dangerously popular. 
Obadiah was a shuttlecock. A shuttle- 
cock is bandied back and forth for sport; it 
has no fixed position, no marked out path, 
no definite staying place. And that also de- 
scribes Obadiah. 

Obadiah was a believer in God. He had 
no stomach for the outrageous idolatry of 
King Ahab and Jezebel his wicked queen, 
for they reveled in the worship of Baal. 

Obadiah’s very name meant “worshiper 
of Jehovah,” yet he served as the gover- 
nor of Ahab’s house. Doctor Scofield 
calls him “a believer out of touch with 
God.” Consequently, Obadiah was thor- 
oughly unhappy at either end of the line 
—whether in the idolatrous atmosphere 
of the court, or before God’s prophet. 

Obadiah was not without his good points, 
for when Queen Jezebel got on a ram- 
page and began slaying the prophets of 
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God, he secreted a hundred of them in 
caves until the storm was past, and it took 
a brave spirit to risk crossing the path of 
that woman. 

God could have used Obadiah mightily if 
he had been willing to give up that fat» 
job at the palace and join himself 100 
per cent to Elijah and God’s people. But 
he didn’t, and when he came face to face 
with Elijah, he went into a panic. 

Fellows, take your stand today, solidly, 
foursquare, with the forces of righteous- 
ness. It is the only satisfying, happy 
course. You cannot straddle the fence on 
this matter of your Christian faith and 
practice. You must be on one side or the 
other — definitely. Those fellows who are 
trying to live with one foot in the world 
and the other in the church are never 
happy. They are miserable in worldly cir- 
cles because of their consciences, and they 
are miserable in the church because of their 
inconsistency. And at the same time they 
are losing, and the Lord Jesus Christ is 
losing, because talent and capacity cannot 
thrive on a divided program. The power 
to play the game was given to you that you 
might throw it all, without reserve, into 
the great Master’s service, and happy is 
the fellow who does that. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


WANTED 


A Dean of Women in a co-educational Chris- 
tian College, who will also direct the young 
women in various Christian service activities. 
State age, educational qualifications, experience, 
references, financial requirements, and enclose 
a photograph. Address Box 1313, R.P.A., 325 
NORTH 13TH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


WORLD'S FAIR 
VISITORS 


May We Serve You in 
Your Chicago Visit ? 


If you are going to visit Cuisege'e great fair this 
year send us your name and address and we will 
send you information that will help you get the 
most out of your trip. 


Also ask for any information desired regarding 
roads, hotels and rates. No : 
charge for this service. 


All hotels recommended by this 

bureau are of highest character, 

experienced in servicing church 

people, either as individuals or 

in groups. They are C gromget 

selected for their closeness to all 

churches, q 
Tell us what information you want. If you pre- 
fer some particular section of Chicago for your 
visit, tell us. We will send you a list of recom- 
mended rooms and apartments in that vicinity. 
Remember this service is free. Write or wire 
today. There is no obligation. 


PROGRESS SERVICE BUREAU 
3333 Washington Bivd., Chicago 





















GOSPEL TENTS 


Headquarters for Various Size Tents— 
Rental or Sale 


| NEW AND USED TENTS | 


Camp Tents and Equipment of all Kinds 


THE BARNETT CANVAS GOODS CO., MFGRS. 
131 Arch Street, Philadelphia Ph. Mar. 2160 


ANNAPOLIS HOTEL 


11th and H Sts., Washington, D.C. 
: In the Heart of Everything. 
400 OuTSIDE Rooms AND 400 BATHS. : 
RATES: Single, $2.50, $3.00, $3.50, and $4.00. 
Double, $4.00, $4.50, $5.00, $5.50, and $6.00. 
Suites available from $7.00. 
High class restaurant on the premises operated by the 
hotel management with popular prices. 
R. W. HARRINGTON, Manager. _ 






































Lesson for July 15 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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we need to go to God for. wisdom con- 
cerning the particular one he has chosen 
We may rest assured 
that the one of his choice will be a suit- 
able companion and a congenial mate. 
We shall need to guard against choos- 


for us (Jas. 1:5). 
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ing, as a life partner, one who is not a 
believer (2 Cor. 6:14). The married life 
of.many a Christian has been spoiled, or 
even ruined, because of the failure to ob- 
serve God’s warning in this respect. 

We need to recognize that just as God’s 























July 22. The Best Book I Have Read This Year. 
Eccles. 12:12; Acts 19: 19. 


Sunday, July 15 


The Sacredness of Marriage and the 
Home (Gen. 2 : 24; Acts 10:1, 2) 








Mon.—Marriage permanent (Matt. 19 : 1-9). 
Tues.—Evils of divorce (Mal. 2: 14-17). 
Wed.—A love match (Gen. 29 : 9-12, 15-20). 
Thurs.—Home life (Mic. 4 : 3-5). 

Fri—A good home (2 Tim. 3: 14-17). 
Sat.—A devout home (Acts 10: 1-8). 











Why is marriage sacred? 
What influences today are breaking down 
homes? 
How may people make marriage a permanent 
relation? j 
ERHAPS no institution in modern 
society is the subject of more con- 
troversy and comment and_ speculation 
than that of marriage. Our newspapers 
and magazines and novels are filled with 
information and advice and conjecture on 
every angle of the marriage question. 
But as Christian young people we need 
to recognize that marriage is not merely 
a man-made custom or convenience sub- 
ject to the whims or public opinion of 
the time. It is a sacred institution, or- 
dained by God -(Gen, 1:27, 28; 2:24). 


bf 

That marriage is to be a spiritual as 
well as a physical union, with the wife 
the helpmeet of the husband and the hus- 
band the protector and companion, is 
carried right through into the New Testa- 
ment. We find the Lord Jesus emphasiz- 
ing the permanence of marriage and re- 
peating its original conception. Matthew 
19: 4-6. In Ephesians 5, the Holy Spirit 
uses the marriage relationship as a figure 
of the relation of Christ to the Church. 

ye 

But just as Satan has endeavored to 
break down every other institution or- 
dained by God, so he has attacked mar- 
riage relationship, and the home that re- 
sults from it. The loose marriage contracts 
of atheistic Russia testify to his success 
in that land. In our own land, he is none 
the less busily at work. Moving picture 
screens are filled with portrayals of im- 
morality and infidelity that are training 
the minds of our boys and girls and young 
people to regard marriage vows lightly. 

ye 

What, then, are we to do, as Christian 
young people, in face of this appalling 
situation? How can we avoid the rocks 
upon which so many marriages have foun- 
dered? Of first importance must neces- 
sarily be, as we have already seen, the 
recognition that marriage is instituted by 
God, that marriage affects not only this 
life but eternity. 

Such a recognition should bring us to 
the realization that marriage is not to be 
lightly or hurriedly undertaken. How can 
we possibly know in a few days or weeks 
if another is the one with whom we can 
be happy for life? 

Since marriage is a divine institution 


"Go 


d's Last Word . By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


A STUDY IN THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION ..... 


Begins in the July Issue of REVELATION 


“We are living in the strangest days that man has ever known,” begins 
this first extraordinary chapter. 

Subscriptions beginning now will ensure a whole year’s penetrating study 
in the Apocalypse. 


$2.00 a Year 
$1.00 for Six Months 


REVELATION, 601 Drexel Building 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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New York Headquarters for Sunday School Times Holy Land Tour 
Welcome to this Inn of Hospitality 


Near Famous Churches— Largest Department Stores — 
Empire State Building, and ali Points of Interest. 


1000 Large, Quiet, Comfortable Rooms, all with Bath. 
For One Person from $2.00, for Two from $3.00 


(Nearest - Largest Hotel to Steamship Piers). 





RINCE GEORGE HOTEL 


Sth Ave. and 28th St. NEW YORK —ALBURN M. GUTTERSON, Manager 















MAIL THIS 
COUPON TODAY 


I American Bible Society 





sf protect your future 


@ Many men and women rejoice in the regular ap- 

arance of an annuity check from the American 

ible Society. An income which can be counted 
on brings unspeakable relief and satisfaction. 

In over eighty years of issuing annuities the 
American Bible Society has never once failed to 
send its checks when due. 

The coming of each check reminds annuitants 
that ultimately they will be sharers in the indis- 
a oie missionary enterprise of making the 

ible widely and easily available across the earth. 

Send for the booklet “A Gift That Lives” which 
describes in a way easy to understand how you 
may assure yourself of a dependable income and 
at the same time share in an honored and worthy 
Christian service. 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS 89 entitled “‘A Gift That Lives.” 


| ae a 








] Address 
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N 
Oo RE UNI O N 


An Honor Christian School with the highest 
academic rating. Upper School prepares for 
univereity or business. ROTC. Every modern 
equipment. Junior School from six years. 
Housemother. Separate building. Catalogue, 
Dr. 3. J. Wicker, Fork Union, Virginia, 


HOTEL PARKSIDE 


NEW YORK 
In Gramercy Park 


ONE OF NEW YORK’S NICEST HOTELS 











Near all the denominational head- 
quarters and Mission Boards... 
convenient to all parts of the city. 


SINGLE ROOMS from $2.00 daily 
Attractive weekly and monthly rates 
MODERATE RESTAURANT PRICES 
In order to maintain its traditional high 
standards and homelike atmosphere 
The Parkside does not serve liquor. 
IRVING PLACE AT 20TH STREET 
Under Reliance Direction 








THE ANTIDOTE TO 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 


By Dr. JAMES M. GRAY; 
Scriptural - Courteous - E ffective 
127 pages, 20 cents; five for $1.00 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 











Know the Real 
Truth of the 
Dance Evil by 
reading this 
book... .Order 
a few copies 
to loan to your 


friends. 


Single copy 35 
cents... three 
copies for $1. 














VICTORY TRACT LEAGUE 
Kettlersville, Ohio 











KATHARINE HOUSE 


118 West 13th St. NEW YORK 


Refined, homelike atmosphere for self- 
supporting Protestant young women. Sin- 
gle room with hot and cold water; two 
meals daily—$12.00 weekly. 

















Short Bible Course 
For Summer Study 


You can become an inspiring leader in 
your church by studying a few minutes 
daily thissummer. Scripture Memoriz- 
ing for Personal Work makes memoriz- 
ing easy and teaches by correspondence 
how to win souls to Christ. Only 10 
lessons. It can be finished in 10 weeks. 
Interesting, inspiring, and also inexpen- 
sive. Write zodey for full information. 


Moody Bible Institute 
Correspondence School 
Dept. 950-A 


153 INSTITUTE PLACE CHICAGO, ILL. 
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wisdom is needed in choosing a mate, so 
are his grace and wisdom necessary in 
maintaining a home and living happily to- 
gether. Hence the importance of family 
worship and Christian instruction and train- 
ing in the home. 


Helpful suggestions on this topic will 
be found in “The Home God Meant,” by 
George N. Luccock (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $1.25), and also “Why Be- 
lieve It?” by D. L. Pierson (Christian 
Alliance Publishing Co., Harrisburg, Pa. 
$1.50). 

PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 9 to 15 


Mon.—1 Kings 17: 1-7. Elijah at Cherith. 
Prayer SuGGEsTIONS: Our readings this 
week have to do with God’s all-sufficiency 
for human need. God has a present and 
personal interest in all his works; but his 
interest manifests itself in three ways: 
general, special, and particular providence. 
Birds fed Elijah, dogs licked Lazarus’ sores, 
a donkey rebuked a mad prophet, and a fish 
picked up money to enable Peter to pay 
Temple taxes. God can furnish “a table 
in the wilderness,” and keep a soul alive 
in famine. Pray for Moravian missions. 


Tues.—1 Kings 17 : 8-16. Elijah at Zarephath. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God can as easily 
supply the wants of a group as those of 
an individual. God who fed the lone 
prophet now sustains two others with him. 
Our God, who spreads a table for creation, 
sustained a nation in the wilderness, and 
fed multitudes miraculously through Christ, 


certainly is all-sufficient for our small 
necessities. Troubled one, God is enough 
for thee. Pray for the Scandinavian Alli- 


ance Mission, 2839 McLean Avenue, Chi- 
cago. : 
Wed.—1 Kings 18 : 30-40. 
Elijah on Mount Carmel. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Divine interposi- 
tion in times of grave crisis in the history 
oi God’s people is stressed here. Through 
intercession Elijah obtained fire from 
Heaven for the altar of God. The super- 
natural power of the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ is the imperative need of the Church 
today. Nothing else will do. Are you 
praying for revival? Pray for Liebenzeller 
Mission, Bad Liebenzell, Wiirtemburg, Ger- 
many. 
Thurs.—1 Kings 19 : 1-8. 

Elijah in the Wilderness. 

PRAYER SuGGesTions: The need of a 
deeply discouraged servant of Christ, hid- 
ing under the juniper tree of despondency, 
draws out the tender love of the Lord. 
Tender angelic ministries were commanded 
for Elijah, but the most delicate task of 
restoring the erring prophet our Lord ‘took 
upon himself. Spiritual faintness is a 
common disease among servants of Christ. 
But when “little faith’ faints, is it not 
wonderful that underneath are the ever- 
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lasting arms of God? “I had fainted, unless 
I had believed to see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living.” Pray for 
Europe’s unevangelized millions, and for 
God’s witnesses among them. 


Fri.—Exodus 34 : 27-35. Moses on Mount Sinai. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We need com 
munion with God as well as revelation from 
God. Communion with God is needed 
more than new truth. Revelation prob- 
ably came to Moses on one day; but medi- 
tation continued forty days and forty 
nights. When God’s Word is read, marked, 
and digested, it will do the most good. The 
Christian worker who is much in the mount 
with God will find that God will be much 
in the pulpit or class room with him. Pray 
for the speedy evangelization of Tibet. 
Sat.—Luke 4: 1-13. Jesus in the Wilderness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our need of God’s 
Word as a sword in temptation is the point 
here. The Lord’s encounter with Satan 
reveals that we must live, as he did, not 
by bread alone, but by every word of God. 
Note the word “every.” Our Lord puts 
in that little word “every” for us, to stress 
the need of “every word of God” in our 
conflict with Satan. Pray for the early 
evangelization of the aborigines in China, 


Sun.—Psalm 23:1-6. Jehovah Our Shepherd. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our everlasting 
need of Christ as the Shepherd of our 
souls is set forth in this ever new and 
precious Psalm. Christ’s shepherd care 
in life, death, and the world to come is 
stated in entrancing language. The “eth” 
verbs show continuance. There will never 
be a time when we shall not need Christ 
to watch over us, to lead, and to bless. 
Pray for the World Dominion Movement, 
devoted to world evangelization, 


The Sunday School Times 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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